
Annisquam Village Players
2014 Season Newsletter

Peter Pan Lands in annisquam
This summer Annisquam will be trans-

formed into the magical kingdom of Nev-
erland as the AVP presents one of the most 
popular of all musicals, J. M. Barrie’s PETER 
PAN. For every person who has ever wanted 
a dream to come true and who never wants 
to grow up, this show is a must see. The orig-
inal show appeared on Broadway in 1904, 
but Mary Martin brought the musical ver-
sion to the Broadway stage in 1954, and this 
show has enchanted children and adults alike 
for the last sixty years. Who hasn’t found 
themselves humming “I Won’t Grow Up”, “Neverland” 
and “I’m Flying” when they feel down and out? Reviv-
als brought Sandy Duncan and Olympic gymnast Cathy 
Rigby to audiences across the country. Of course Peter Pan 
has spawned many other versions of the show which con-
tinue to enchant the entertainment world, including the 
recent movie version of Finding Neverland. The show has 
been restricted for production for the last several years, 
and we are very excited to now bring this glorious musical 
to Annisquam. 

This show brings fabulous roles for performers of 
all ages. Music ranges from tender lullabyes to soaring 
vocals of “I’m Flying” to jazzy renditions of Indian songs 
to Spanish dance versions of the pirate songs. Of course 
children and teenage roles abound for the Darling family 
(Wendy, John, Michael, Jane and the family dog Nana), 
younger versions of the Lost Boys (male or female) and 
exotic animals in Neverland. Fabulous roles for women 
include Mrs. Darling, Liza the nursemaid, Tiger Lily the 
Indian princess, and character parts for pirates and Indi-
ans (both singing and dancing). We are also reaching out 

to girls with gymnastics or cheerleading ex-
perience for acrobatic Indian dances. Won-
derful roles for men include Mr. Darling/
Captain Hook (this irrepressible character 
is one of the best roles in musical theater), 
older versions of the Lost Boys (these 
are major roles and real character parts), 
Hook’s comic sidekick Smee, and character 
parts for pirates and Indians. We are also 
looking for someone with drum experience 
for the biggest musical number in the show. 
Peter Pan may be played by either a boy or 
a girl; we are hoping to have someone with 

gymnastics experience in the role. And of course everyone 
anticipates flying and other special effects in the show — 
you will not be disappointed.

The auditions are on Sunday, May 25 at 6 PM at the 
Annisquam Village Hall. Callbacks will be on Monday, 
May 26 at 7 PM. Children should prepare “I Won’t Grow 
Up.” Adults should prepare any song from the show. There 
will be a dance audition as well for both men and women 
— there are several big dance numbers in the show. We are 
also looking for creative people for sets and costumes who 
can help us design a magical Neverland. Both the young 
and the young at heart are encouraged to get involved in 
this production — we want your ideas. Rehearsals will 
start the middle of June, and the show runs Tuesday, Au-
gust 5 through Sunday, August 10. The AVP will produce 
a musical float in the Gloucester Horribles Parade on July 
3 (where it has won best musical float for a number of 
years). For additional information, please visit our website 
at “annisquamvillageplayers.org”, and follow us on Face-
book. We look forward to your help in turning Annisquam 
into Neverland for the summer.

Peter Pan



Kids of All Ages
Are you looking for an adventure this 

summer? “Just take the “second star to the 
right and straight on till morning” to the 
Annisquam Village Hall, which will be 
transformed into Neverland for this year’s 
show, Peter Pan. There are plenty of great 
parts for children and teens. Children ages 
6 and up can try out for roles as gnomes 
and fairies who will sing and dance as they 
build a house for Wendy. Children will 
also be needed to play flamingoes, mermaids, and other 
fanciful creatures of Neverland. Boys ages 7–12 can audi-
tion for the lead roles of John and Michael Darling. Other 
great roles for older children are Nana the dog, and the 
tick–tocking crocodile. Auditions for children ages 6–10 
are on Sunday, May 25, from 6–7 p.m. 

This year some of the biggest roles in the show are 
open to teens. Male and female teens, preferably with 
some gymnastics and/or dance experience, will be con-
sidered for the role of Peter Pan. Girls ages 12–19 will be 
considered for the part of Wendy. The Lost Boys, who play 
a major part in the show, can also be male or female; teens 
and children age 11–12 will be considered for these roles. 
In addition, teens can try out to be pirates and Indians, 
who have some great song and dance numbers in the 
show. Teens and children interested in a lead role (the Dar-
ling children, Lost Boys, Nana, or the crocodile) should 

audition with adults at 7 p.m. For suggestions about songs 
to prepare for auditions, see the AVP website (annisqua-

mvillageplayers.com). 
Creating Neverland will be a fantastic 

adventure, but it will require a serious 
commitment from everyone involved. 
With just six short weeks to prepare for 
the show, it is critical that cast members 
attend all assigned rehearsals. Rehears-
als for younger children are usually 
scheduled early in the evening, but those 
playing leads may have to stay as late as 

10 p.m. some nights. Parents of children under 12 will 
be expected to chaperone several children’s rehearsals or 
volunteer in another capacity. In past years, parent vol-
unteers have taken on a wide range of roles, from props 
and sets to costumes and concessions. Your help will be 
needed to make the show a success. Please listen for an 
announcement at auditions regarding expectations and 
volunteer opportunities for parents, and carefully consider 
the rehearsal schedule and time commitment required by 
children and parents before accepting a role.

Gloucester Public Official Reflects on 
“Chicago” and AVP Debut…

For those of you fortunate enough to have at-
tended the Annisquam Village Players version of 
“Chicago” last summer, you saw Sefatia Romeo 
Thekan, Vice President of the Gloucester City 
Council, make her stage debut with the AVP.

Sassy, tough, funny, and flamboyant character-
ized Sefatia’s performance as Kitty, an inmate on 
death row who murdered her husband. In reflecting 
on her experience, she said. “The AVP cast and crew 
embraced me and encouraged me to be myself. My 
experience with everyone in “Chicago” was simply 
amazing.” 

When I asked Sefatia to tweet what her message 
to friends and constituents on why they should 
attend this summer’s AVP production of Peter Pan, 
she responded, ““Although I don’t think I will be 
asked to fly in Peter Pan, when you are in Annisquam 
Village Players… your dreams will come true.” 

—Interview conducted by Val Gilman

Chicago Dress
For years I have watched as 

the Annisquam Village Players, 
at our annual spring clean out 
day, throw the extra programs 
into the dumpster. I have wanted 
to make a “ball gown” out of the 
extra programs since my children 
first performed in Damn Yankees 
many years ago. When Terry 
talked me into a fashion show at 
the talent show, I knew this was 
the year of the program gown! 
Who better to model the Chi-
cago dress than our own Roxie 
Hart. Victoria Fortune, my fellow 
board member and friend agreed 
immediately to wear and sing in 
the gown. She looked fabulous in 
it and it fit perfect. The finishing 
touch were the bows, complete 
with feathers and dice, and of 
course lights! FUN, FUN, FUN. — By Daphne Papp

AVP Board 2014
David Cluett, Mary Curtis, Victoria Fortune, Linette French, 
Val Gilman, Chicki Hollett, Paul Hurst, Pete Kovner, Keith 
McCarthy, Tom Moriarty, Stevie Neal, Laura Osmond, 
Daphne Papp, Terry Sands, Evy Stewart, Anne Williams.
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The Fireman’s Flame 
By PD Littlfeild, in Memorium to Anna Crouse Murch

hen I was a boy, I was starry-eyed about a 
melodrama that was performed in Annisquam 
called “Naughty-naught.” Its players — George 

Peter, Freddie Lovejoy or Towny Blodgett — seemed like 
celebrities to me. And its director, Bob Edgerton, some-
thing of a musical genius. So when the 
word got around that Smiley Ruggles 
was planning to direct another called 
“The Fireman’s Flame,” I was determined 
to be a part of it. I was a dreamy kid. I 
didn’t much like to sail. I would ride up 
and down the Annisquam River in my 
motorboat singing show-tunes. Up to 
now, I’d never actually been in a show. I 
don’t think I did very well in the audi-
tion, but somehow I got the roll of Old 
Mose the fireman. The cast included 
Lindsay Crouse and Peter Hazard as the ingenues and 
George Mechem as the villain. Clark Ross, Holly Dublois, 
Pippi Giuliano had featured roles. Just about everybody 
I knew in the Village was involved. A list of the cast and 
chorus includes a lot of old Annisquam names: Betsy and 
Kate Dublois, Deborah Foster, Muffy Littlefield, Deborah 
Bent, Ann Mechem, Eleanor Bishop, Barbara Crocket, 
Leonard Langer, Peter Bott, Clarke Fowler. The production 
department, led by John Pear, was even more extensive. 
“The Fireman’s Flame” was chosen, like “Naughty-naught” 
before it, because Anna Crouse had been in the chorus 
when it opened on Broadway in the 1930’s. It takes place 
in a firehouse in old New York City. I don’t really know the 
plot and I’m not sure I did then. George Mechem played 
Napoleon Markham, the leader of the rival firehouse. 
Holly Dublois was Vesta Violet, a chanteuse who sang a 
song about the waltz. I remember being summoned to my 
uncle Foster Damon’s house. He informed me that Holly’s 
performance was not “shocking’” enough, because the 

waltz was considered a scandal at the time. He urged me 
to tell her, but I don’t think I did. I liked the way she sang 
it, and anyway, I had my own worries. I was 15. How was I 
supposed to play a 60 year old man? It was a question that 
haunted me through much of the rehearsal period. Then 
one night, walking home from rehearsal, I started say-
ing the lines as if I was Walter Brennan. Eureka! I had my 

mask. I knew what to do.
I had a song that I performed in the 

show, “Mother Isn’t Getting Any Young-
er.” I’d spent most of my life singing 
— mostly to myself. Walking down the 
streets of Annisquam, mowing the lawn, 
doing my home-work. But I wasn’t sure 
if I could do this. The idea was that Old 
Mose was depressed because his Mother 
was getting on. “When I first remember 
mother, dear, she was young and gay 
and sprightly. She could wield a mop 

and drink a beer — and she beat up father nightly. But I’m 
very sad to state, I’ve been noticing of late...” 

In the end, it was a signal experience in my life. An-
nisquam was — and is — a loving place, full of unique 
and fascinating personalities. But New Englanders can 
have a certain reserve — perhaps less so today. There were 
people I adored but didn’t especially know — people I 
felt close to but hadn’t really talked to. But standing on 
that stage, deploring — in song — the state to which my 
“mother’s” cooking had come — I looked out at some of 
these same people and felt — connected. I work in the 
theater, and I’ve had that experience many times since — 
though as a stage director. I often have the thought during 
a performance that though the people in the audience may 
not know who I am, I’ve been speaking to them all night. 
This is something I learned in Annisquam, among the 
shadows of its old New England houses, beside the ocean 
and under the wind and sun. 

In the end, it was a signal 

experience in my life. 

Annisquam was — and 

is — a loving place, full 

of unique and fascinating 

personalities. 

Sofia’s View
Summer before the 6th grade, I showed up to 

auditions at AVP and didn’t know anyone. I found 
it was serious work, but everyone was talented, 
respectful and most of all fun, like me! I’ve been in 
five productions and each year my role keeps getting 
better. Summer of 11th grade, I’ll meet my friends at 
the bridge in my boat, and maybe one day soon I will 
get a lead role. Peter Pan should offer lots of acting 
opportunities for students of all ages. Come find me 
if you’re new! — By Sofia Gadbois

2014 UU CITIZENSHIP AWARD
This year Terry Sands, Director of the Annisquam Village 

Players, has been awarded one of the 10 annual citizenship 
awards presented by the Gloucester Unitarian Universalist 
Church in recognition of his service to the Gloucester com-
munity through the annual summer musicals presented by 
the Players. The recipients were nominated by the community 
at large and selected by the UU’s Social Justice Committee, 
based on “open-hearted giving to others, without thought 
of remuneration or recognition.” The awards ceremony took 
place on Sunday, May 4 at the UU Church. The AVP is a real 
treasure to the Gloucester community, one of the oldest con-
tinually operating community theaters in the country.
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Annisquam Village Players (AVP) 
needs your support!

In order to continue producing quality 
local theatre in Annisquam, a tradition that 
recognizes us as one of the country’s oldest 
continuously-operating community the-
atres, we need your help! 

Each year as the Annisquam Village Players plan for 
our annual summer production, we are confronted with 
a number of challenges — not the least of which is how 
to finance the production. There are so many pieces and 
parts: Royalties, Scripts, Costumes, Scenery, Insurance, 
PR/Marketing, Stipends – to list but a few! We’ve learned 
that it takes a village to pull off a show and that we have in 
Annisquam and Cape Ann!

What surprises people the most is that the total cost of 
our production each year can run anywhere from $26,000 
to more than $30,000 and each year these costs only keep 
going up. While our shows are almost always sold out, 
ticket sales cover only 75% of our costs leaving us with a 
significant shortfall that must be made up. 

After researching what other local theatres are charg-
ing for membership, our Board recently voted to increase 
Membership Dues to $40.00 for an individual and $70.00 
for a family. We are also embarking on a new Ad Program!

We are challenging each member of this year’s cast 

and crew of Peter Pan to help us by selling 
a minimum of two advertisements for this 
year’s program. These advertisements, print-
ed in black and white, can be businesses, or 
personal break a leg messages to cast mem-
bers from family. The rates are as follows:

•	 Full page ad, 7.75”length by 4.75” width for $100.00 
(include font, logo/graphics)

•	 Half page ad 3.74” length by 4.75” width for $50.00 (in-
clude font, logo/graphics)

•	 Business Card ad, 2.0” length by 3.5” width for $25.00 
(include business card)

•	 Message to the Cast/Crew for $10.00 (30 words or fewer-
write message on form and we’ll do the rest).
All advertisement should be camera ready, and be in 

high resolution PDF or JPG, with embedded font, logos/
graphics/photos. 

If you are a community friend of sponsor and not in the 
cast or a current member, mail Ad request form along with 
check payable to “Annisquam Village Players” to Stevie Neal/
Treasurer, Annisquam Village Players, 50 Leonard Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930.

Have questions? Please email Keith McCarthy at 
keithmccarthy2000@gmail.com or call Val Gilman at 978-
621-4682. Program Ad Space Orders are due by July 1, 
2014.

 


